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He returned almost immediately.
" She had the brilliant idea of buying a piece of meat in advance. ... So you won't die of starvation. I was just saying that during these last few years they have made us live through more than one considerable alarm. We run the risk of getting used to it, and failing to see what is happening at the very moment when everything goes wrong. On the other hand, I quite realise that people with ideas like mine, like ours, are condemned to a certain degree of optimism, aren't we? If I despaired of everything, as some people pretend to do, I should not be so illogical as to go on living. . . . Well, what about yourself- do you feel that things are going badly ? "
" I have an idea that Turkey may feel bound to declare war."
" Even though Bulgaria's declaration of independence really does nothing more than register a situation which already exists ? "
" Yes ; but it may give the signal for a dismemberment of Turkey. And the Young Turks, on the morrow of their revolution, will not want it to be said, in accordance with the traditional formula, that they have been the enemy's hirelings, or the grave-diggers of the Turkish fatherland."
" It isn't they who make me most anxious."
** Perhaps not. The danger is that somebody may make a start —they or somebody else."
"I don't think it will be they. I believe that at the moment they have too much trouble on their hands internally. But-have you seen what happened in Belgrade ? "
" Yes, there were demonstrations in the streets. But they were more or less in favour of Turkey, weren't they, so far as I can make out ? That's rather paradoxical*"
" The Serbs don't care a damn about Turkey, They didn't shout: * Long live Turkey 1 ' or even : * Down with Bulgaria 1' They shouted : * Down with Austria 1 * to the accompaniment of revolver shots. There's the danger/'

